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Sometimes, power outages are predictable -- they occur during or following a major 
storm, like a tornado or hurricane. Other times, they can happen out of the blue, such 
as when a transformer blows or a power company's equipment fails. Either way, in a 
best-case scenario, power outages can be fairly disruptive, and in a worst-case 
scenario, they can cost you money.

Imagine you're a homeowner whose power goes out and stays out for days. Goodbye,
fridge and freezer contents. And if you're a business, an extended power outage could
cost you not only inventory but also new customers.

That's why having a backup generator is crucial, especially in areas that tend to 
experience extreme weather conditions that lead to frequent power outages. With a 
backup generator, you'll be able to power some or all of your property so you're able to 
live or work more comfortably and minimize financial losses during periods when the 
power stays out for days.

But not all generators are created equal, and the type of generator you buy could 
dictate how well it performs when you need it to. And while you could opt for a less 
expensive portable generator, a standby generator may be a better bet.
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Standby Generators Versus Portable Generators

Standby Generator – Ideal for Backing Up Your Home or Business

•Powers critical hardwired systems like AC, heat, 
sump pump, well pump, security system and 
large appliances

•Automatically starts and restores power in 
seconds, whether you’re there or not

•No refueling—runs on your building’s natural or 
LP gas

•Delivers high-quality power— won’t harm your 
electronics

Portable Generator – Ideal for Projects

• Designed for job sites, camping, tailgating 
and limited backup power

• Powers plug-in items through extension 
cords or hardwired items through optional 
manual transfer switch

• Runs on gasoline, natural gas or liquid 
propane gas

• Operates outdoors using careful safety 
guidelines
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Why We Recommend a Standby Generator

Portable generators are much less expensive than standby generators -- you can 
usually buy one for anywhere between $500 and $2,000. But keep in mind that you 
won't get the same capacity to power your home or business as you will with a standby 
unit. Rather, with a portable generator, you might manage to power a few lights, a TV, 
a refrigerator, a septic pump, and maybe a water heater.

Also, with a portable generator, you'll have to deal with obtrusive extension cords that 
run from that generator to your appliances, which could prove hazardous. And you 
need to constantly fuel a portable generator with gasoline to keep it running, whereas 
with a standby generator, you get an automatic transfer right into your natural gas line 
so you don't have to worry about powering it.

Finally, portable generators can be more dangerous -- you need to make sure yours is 
properly ventilated to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. More people die from carbon 
monoxide poisoning during power outages from improperly operated portable 
generators than actual storm activity.
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Why We Recommend a Standby Generator Continued

A standby generator is installed outside your home or business like an AC unit. It’s 
wired into the electrical panel and comes on automatically during a power outage.

Our generators run on propane or natural gas, so there’s no refueling needed.
In just 10 seconds, a generator automatically powers your AC, heat, sump pump and 
major appliances like your fridge and oven.*
If you own a business, we’re talking HVAC, lights, security system, cash register and 
computer.* Everything, all at the same time. And you don’t have to do a thing.

*Based on generator and load size.
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How A Standby Generator Works

1. Before the power goes out
Your automatic transfer switch (ATS) monitors the electricity coming from the 
utility. It’s working 24/7 to protect your home.

2. The power goes out
When the power fails or drops below an acceptable level (brownout), the ATS
signals the generator to start. In seconds, the ATS transfers your power from the 
utility to the generator.

3. Your generator powers your home
The generator supplies your home or business with electricity until the utility
power is restored.

4. The utility power returns
When the utility power is restored, the ATS automatically transfers your power 
source from the generator to the utility.

5. Your generator turns off
Your generator automatically shuts down, ready for the next power outage.
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Getting The Right Size Generator

The best way to determine the right size for your standby generator is to give us a call 
at (800) 209-1436 or send us an email. Our experienced technicians can provide a 
custom solution based on your power needs and budget

*This chart provides a rough sizing estimate. As always, the best way to determine your specific power needs 
is to consult with our licensed technicians.
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No Matter Your Need

While the 20kW unit is our best-selling residential generator and our 12kW unit is the 
best value for your essential back-up power needs, we have multiple options and 
sizes to fit all your needs. All our models can run on natural gas, liquid propane or 
diesel fuel.

We are a licensed Generac, Cummins and Kohler dealer so no matter your needs, 
we’ve got you covered: 

8kW

24kW

10kW 12kW 14kW 20kW

30kW 38kW

48kW 60kW 80 - 150kW



Standby Generator Rentals

We created Managed Generator Services to transform the world of backup power with an
“Always On” mentality. That means we proactively manage all our client’s power needs to
ensure power confidence no matter the situation.

Our passion is ensuring that everyone who wants the security of backup power has access to 
affordable options which is why we ensure all our install jobs are turnkey with no hidden fees 
or extra expenses. We also provide financing and maintenance packages to ensure 
accessibility for all.

Visit our website for more information or contact us today to discuss how we can help you 
achieve your power backup goals.

Contact

Main: 1 (800) 209-1436

Email: Info@mgsllc.com

Address: PO Box 29661, Richmond VA 23241
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